
SHETLAND SCHOOL
OF 

NAUTICAL STUDIES (SSNS)

Chief Mate Unlimited Tonnage Near Coastal Area CoC (Exam Route)

Intended For
Deck Officers wishing to attain a certificate of competency as Chief Mate for vessels of unlimited
tonnage in the near coastal area. 

Entry Requirements
Medically fit holding an ENG1 certificate. 18 months sea service whilst holding a MCA STCW
'95 Reg. II/1 CoC as  Deck Officer of the Watch Unlimited, which must be completed on seago-
ing vessels over 24 metres in length or 80gt and verified by appropriate watchkeeping certifi-
cates and testimonials, as specified by the MCA. A MCA Notice of Eligibilty.

Duration
3 months.

Content
Studies for the SQA/MCA written exams in Ship Construction & Stability, Magnetic Compass &
Navigational Aids, and Ship-Board Operations. Medical Care, and Navigation & Radar Simulator
(Management level) short courses (unless any course or its previous equivalent has already
been completed). Studies for Signals Certificate (required if current certificate more than 3 years
old). Preparation for MCA oral exam.   

Structure
Full time study at SSNS.



Funding
For seafarers not sponsored or employed by a shipping company MCA SMarT funding may be
available for payment direct to the seafarer.

Qualifications
SQA/MCA exams, plus Short Courses, and a MCA STCW '95 Reg. II/2 CoC as  Chief Mate
Unlimited Tonnage Near Coastal Area.

Career Progression
A MCA STCW '95 Reg. II/2 CoC as  Master Unlimited Tonnage Near Coastal Area or Chief Mate
Unlimited, and further progression through the certificate structure.

Application and Further Information
If you are interested in applying for this course and would like further information and an appli-
cation form to be sent to you, please telephone or email as below. Further information may also
be obtained and an application form downloaded from our website.

Equal Opportunities
NAFC Marine Centre is committed to achieving equality of opportunity in all aspects of its work
and study and therefore operates an Equal Opportunities Policy and Special Needs Policy. If
you wish to read these policies, contact us on 01595 772000 for copies.
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