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Shetland Seafood Quality Control



Potable Water Sampling Protocol(exc Legionella)
Sample Container
There are several sample containers available for various volumes of water requiring testing. It is important to know which sample container suits your needs. Different tests require different volumes.

All sample containers must be sterile if the sample is to be used for Microbiological analysis.

If the sample taken contains a biocide(eg, chlorine) then a neutralisation agent must be contained in the sample bottle.

Sampling
This is a very important part of the process because if a sample is incorrectly sampled it can give a false result or one which does not truly reflect the state of the water at the time of sampling.

1) Sample bottles are closed containers and must remain so until it is time to sample

2) When the top is removed never touch the inside of the top or the neck of the bottle

3) Never rinse the bottle before taking a sample

4) Let the water run freely for about 2-3 minutes before sampling

5) Hold the container near the base and fill the bottle to the mark, never overfill this

6) Replace cap and tighten

7) Always label the sample clearly, include the date, time and sample source
8) Place the sample in a cool box and deliver to the Laboratory for analysis

Sample request form
It is important to fill out a sample request form in order that the Laboratory carry out all the tests required. Any help or information needed by the customer can be given on receipt of the sample.
Sample Container Size
There are several different sizes for different tests(120mls, 500mls, 1000mls)

Test




Min sample Vol
Coliforms and E.coli 

100mls

Total viable count 


2mls

 Ps.aeruginosa 


100mls

Enterococci



100mls

All samples bottles can be supplied by the Microbiology Section of SSQC
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